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THE SIAMINGHAM SCIENCE
FICTiON GROUP MEETS
DN THE THIRD FIIDAY

Christmaos Porty

mantn's meeting is on TZth

B8.30om and is cur

OF EACH MONTH AT
THE LADBROKE

INTEANATIONAL HOTEL,

v BT 5 tske place inm THE
NEWw STREECy,. IN THE &t ths LADIROKE
CENTRE OF BIRM . HOTEL {the Avon Room is on Tne
- 5 n n floor). Oirections iz the
DETAILS d SRR i

ctel are on page Z.

MEETING

8510w, The party gé%i begin arsunz 3.00pn
. the food will 9s served st 2Dprax.
EMBERSHIP OF THE 9.00pm, after which we will have
GAOUE COSTS A MERE sc”ﬁ :uizz:e-. puzzlas anc Z3mes
lined up for you.
£5.00 PER YEAR FOR
- Future M ing
ONE PERSON (£7.50 FOR Futurs Meetinas
TWO PECPLE AT THE SAME January 16th 4GM and Aucktion.
ADDRESS ). CHELUES e
55)+ ALL CHEGUE As usual after the ACM we will
AND PCSTAL ORDERS be having our auction. Do you
SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE AAUR Bny Bodka, pABRORS OEEe
that you wish to be rid of?7 yell
TO B5FG AND SENT now's your chance. See if you can
TO THE TREASURER callenge Aog's skills at
auctioneering. Do you have 3 copy
CHRIS CHIVERS AT 51, of Battlefield Earth and want to
BOUNDARY ROAD, STREETLY, get rid of it%? See if Rog zan
auction that - no on seconc
SUTTON COLDFIELD, WEST thoughts that would be asking too
MIDLANDS . much even far fog !




WE HAVE MOVED (ses Rog's letter over page). The location is outlined in red
above.

B AN T R N A RN

Andromeda's Top Ten for November.

1« Silverthorn by Raymond E. Feist.

2. DOre Who and the Celestial Toy Maker by Oavis and Singermann.
3. Golem in the Cears by Piers Anthony.

4. The Cat who Walks Through Walls by Robert Heinlein.

5. Artifact by Greg Benford.

6. Colour OFf Magic by Terry Pratchette.

7. Wild Shore by Kim Stanley Robinson.

B8=.5tartide Rising by Oavid Brin.

8=.\oyage to the City of the DBad by Alan Dean Foster.

10. Practice Effect by David Brin.




IMFPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

As from this month the Group will no longer be meeting at
the Imperial Hotel. Our new meeting place will be the
Ladbroke International Hotel in Mew Street,

The Birmingham SF Group began meeting at the [mperial way back in 1971 224 spent
many happy years there until an unsyopathgtic new manage—ment caused us g look
elsewhers. For a few years we met at the Ivy Bush pub - the perfect =seting
place, actually managed by one of our own members, Ray Bradbury! Ve czuli sven
stay the night when we'd drunk too much to find our way hcme! Vhen Ray 1274 we
discoverad we werz no longer welcome af the Ivy Bush - apd after :ia rude
treatment we got at one particular meeting we decided that we could 4z without
the Ivy Bush. So we returned to the Imperial Hotel where we found anzilsr new
nanagement who actually wanted us back., Uafortunately, this year the Imgerial's
attitude has changed somewhat. Earlier in the summer we lost the use o zur cwn
bar - apparently it was uneconomic because “we don't drink snough". Tkis upset
the committee - we bhave the Group's reputation to think of! Then, on =crs than
one pccasion we have been refused the use of the downstairs bar after 13.320pm,
even though we have written permission from the management allowizg us iz drink
till 11.00pm. Of course, at 10.30 at night, the managemeat were aever arzuad %o
argue with, For six months now we have tried to meet the managsr at..the
Imperial. To this day, we still have never met him. Some azight say that wbat the
Imperial needs is a manager. Always we are fobbed off on some assistaz: =io is
never the same person two months running.

After one of our monthly committee meetings a few months tack, thrse =r Zzur of
us went for a drink at the Ladbroke International where cur Treasurzsr 'mmew’
some of the girls who served in the bar. Somehow we got talking to ths =azager
and ended up being shown their meeting rooms. The Avon Suize is on the 3tk floor
of the hotel and one wall is a window locking out over the rooftops of Zrua. It
has its own inbuilt screem, blackboard, etc., and is as modern as the [mzarial
is Victorian. The manager was quite happy for us to drink uatzil 11.00pa.
us speclal room rates for guest speakers and anyone elss who wishes
overnight after the meeting (Z20 includirg full English brsakfast) a=i
happy for us to stay drinking after 11.00 providing that one of us
speaker? is resident in the hotel and gnly the resident criers the drizi
rest of the committee saw the room, agreed that 1t was what we neec2i, and
negotiations were fiaalised.

So, from January we will hold all our meetings at the Ladbroke. I['ts czly about
200 yards from the Imperial so it still has all the advantages of 2 z=aztral
meeting place (yes, and still most of the disadvantages, but there's lizz
can do about parking in the city centre!. Most of our meetings will == !
Avon Suite, but we will be able to use cther functicn rooms to suit the s2
meeting we expect. In January, for the AGN, we will be using the Malverz
on the second (or maybe its the third) floor - full details ia mnext =
newsletter.

Ve are confident that you will enjoy meetings at the Ladbroke - it's 2 =cderm
hotel with a good atmosphere, and the staff are friendly (yes, honest!:!. If ycu
have any comments/criticisms/etc., about the hotel 1n the next few =cnths,
please see one of the committee. There's always a possibility of <=2a2zhing
troubles - we'd like to get them sorted cut as soon as possible.
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Tempestivus ‘Yupae by Stan fling.

¥You may remember some four years 3go in number ona hundres of this augustc
gazette, we did there feature an article on the relationsnip between Father
Christmas and Relativity, an extract from the then forthcomming work 'The
Rarest Complaint'. Regrettaoly, we have to report that the MS of this und-
escribacle opuscule has all but entirsly dissappeared, and 2 thorougnh enguiry
has begun. HMowever, we did only say 3ll but, the good news is that a fragment
of this remarkable libretto, never pefore seen between any sort of covers
does infact survive. Sy mere chance tais too has a bearing upon the now fast
approaching festivities; here then without more ado and aosolutely no apo-
logies is the only known remains of 'The Aarest Complaint'..

sssssssnss makes sense, and so having cleared away the more difficult points
we can proceed to a lighter study. Max Planck,the father of Uuantum Theory
was barn on Shakespeara's birthday out surely this must have been a mistake,
it were far better he be born on 5ir Isaac Newton's birthday, for his conne-
tions with Christmas are so manifold. As sveryone knows he was the First

to suggest that radiation consisted of small packets or parcels of energy -
and what do we get at Christmas? why packets and parcels! Further, the word
quantum is taken from the Latin for 'how much?', justthink. how of%an we use
those two words at this time of year, then take his famous constant h which
is said (and I quote the text book) to give the proportional relation between
Ouantun (how much) and freguency, need I say more? Now please do not feel
intimidated, remember we are all in this together. Planck's constant is very
impertant, in fact it is indispensable, I for one just could not imagine
Christmas without it, and @ost of our theories for understanding the universe
would become meaningless also if it were to go, so let's just keep it hapoy
for a while yet or at least until we do not mind if certain theories become
meaningless.

Now seeing no way of putting it off any longer, I must here deal briefly with
pixilated particles, "What?" you may say, well J.J. Thomson (the discoverer
of the electron) said he did not mind if their movement was due to red nosed
pixies, what intarested him was their behavior. I looked pixilatad up in my
dictionary and it means slightly crazy, drunk; well i think that is how we
all hope to be at Christmas, so hare agzin we are in good company.

I don't think myself that thers is any connection betwsen Planck and the
Yule Log, I just mention it for others to research if they feel the need.

But what has all this to do with 5F I hear you say? That is of course the

nub of the question and not so easy to answer as you may think. To begin though
let us go back to 1845,this year swa the birth of Wilhelm Roasntgen the father
of X-Rays.Mow it states in all ths books that he named them X-Rays for the
mathematical unknown, but I ask you, he submitted his paper on X=Aays on

the 28th December, right in the midst of 12 days of Xmas and while still
working his way through that year's tucrkey and plum pudding no doubtesescese

And there the fragment ends.




ANNUAL SENESAL MEETING

Notice is hereoy given of tne Annual Genersl Merting of the 3irminznam Scisncs
Fiction grouo on Frigay Januaryl&+h“§;$r:caauings will start at 3.2Jom oromot.
4s usual, all the committze memoers are resigning: some 7ay Se oersuaced to
stand for re-eiection, but if you are interssted in neloing 2o mun zhe
during 1987 have a look at these job specifications, 3nag if you ars sti
interestad send your nominaticns to  OJavid 3. Hardy, 39 Zouthnam 3zcag, =3l
Green, 3irmingnam, 328 0AB. You should include a nominatsr's name sna you
must Find someone to second you at the AGM.

CHATIAMAN: Must introduce and try to keepo order
at all 85FC and Committee meetings.
Should preferably 5e a goad oublic
speaker. Is usually responsible for
cantacting prospective speakers and
arranging the future programme. Must
have previcwsly served on the committes
in another position.

TAEASURER: Must be homest and reliazle, keeping
track of all the group's receipts and
payments. Needs to get to every 8SFG
meeting early in order to take monaey at
the door. Must also attend sach committee
meeting to report on the stats of the

group's finances. Has to produce end=—
year accounts. Ability to addg figures a
distince asset.

SECRETARY: Needs to attend monthly sommittse meetings
take notes, and produce saveral copies
of the minutes, typed. Also required to
do other occasional bits of typing an
behalf of BSFG. Ability to type and
access to 9 typewriter essential.

NEJSLETTER Z0ITOR : Has to attend commitiee meetings
gatner news, beg articles and artwork;
{especially artwork) ootain revisw copies

rom publishars and distributs them to
reviewers; compose most of the newsletter
type and pasta up all aof it; get the wnols
thing photocopiech collated ang maileag off.
This has to be done svery menth to a
deadline. At the moment this takes 4 to 35
gdays a month. Access to a decent typewriter
and an ability to type ars sssential.

PUSLICITY OFFICER: He/She must procduce and distributes
postars sach month advertising forthcomming
svents. Cught to get the 35FGC mentionea in
newspapers or on local racio sevaral times
a year. Oynamisa is am advantaga, also the

ability to think up crazy ideas.




THE LIGHT FANTASTIC by Terry Pratcnstt,
Corgi, £1.95, 217 pages reviewed by Carol
Morton.

This is of course the sequel to THE COLOUR OF MAGIC
which told of the adventures of Twoflowsr, a tourist
and Aicewind an inept and cowardly magician.

In this , the sequel, the Uiscworld (whicn travels an
the backs of four giant elephants, who are in turn

percned on the shell of Great A'Tuin a Giant Turtla),

is heading for & collision with a red star. The only
person who can save the Jiscworld is Ricewind,
unfartunately he was last seen = at tha end of THE
COLOUR OF MAGIC Falling aff the sdge of the Discuorld
and plunging into spacs.

This is probably not as amusing as the original but

non=the-less ! recommend it.

SANTIAGO by Mike Resnick, Arrow, £2.95, 376 Pages,
reviswed by Chris Morgan.

This is one of the best SF novels of the year.

imagine a Clint Eastwood bount-hunter western which is set in

the far future, with outlaws and bounty hunters speeding from

planet to planet. That®s just what this is. Sebastian Cain is hunting For the
legendary Santiago (the Galaxy's meost notorious criminal, with an astronomical
price on his head.) He follows a chain of people who have encountersd or dealt
with Santiago-—usually at one remove. But he isn't alone. Only just Sehind
him is the Angel, the best bounty hunter of them all, whid is also aftar
Santiago. And hovering on the sidelines is Black Orpheus, a poet; who writes
excruciating deggerel sbout these events, converting them ipstantly into
myths.
1t8s a fast-moving nowvel, oftem very funny, full of memorable, larger-than-
1lifs charactars. It sven makes you think as it entertains you. There ars
similarities with Jack Vance's SF, but this novel is just a little bit better.
Do yourself a favour and buy a copy.

WOLYES AT THE DCOR by Tabitha King, Grafton, £2.95, 367 pages revieuwed By
Glyn Jacksone.

This is Tabitha King's third novel — 3MALL WORLO and CARETAKERS being the
pravious two. Hers, she attempts to examine the problems involved in 3
marriage dominated by a career~mindet, macho-moviemaker. Patrick Russell
makes the type of "dambo-styles" war movies which illustrats America's
present mood of self-deception with respect to who were the proverpial

"good guys" of the Vietnam lar.

as a result of their problems, Pat and Liv (their children Saran and Travis),
move tc the family's secluded summer house in Nodd's Ridge, California

in an attempt to reconcile their situation. However, all is not well, as

Liv unfortunately encounters three of the local yobs; Rand and Ricky
Mightswander, and a half-wit by the name of Gordy Teed; who ars about o
bestow terminal brain damage on a cat.

As you might guess, the book then goss on to portray Liv's vatiouslc?nfli:ts
with these devious,if not too intellsctual characters. 5o without gliving

too much away, the book appears to sucaed adequately as a thriller-cum-—
horror story, although Tapitha King's novels still lack the type of in-depth
characterisation which is the trademark of her more famous husband.

&




CHANUR'S VENTURE by C.J. Cherrh, Methuen, £2.50, 293 pages, reviewed v
FPauline Morgan. I

Pyanfar Chanur is female, feline, and arrogant. To hold her position in Hani
society she has to be. She is also Captain of a space-faring merchant

ship and has an attitude to life that attracts trouble. Spitting in tne

face of convention, she has taken a male aboard her ship=--her now landless
mate. To compound matters the human, f{ully, who caused her so many proolams
in THE PRIDE OF CHANUR,reappears in Hani space requesting her nelp.

The Hani and the other alien races aer excellently portrayed, though Tully
comes over as a bit of a wimp. My only cbjection to this novel is the fact
that it stops just as the excitement reaches its peak. I would recommend
readers to wait for the seguel (and second half) then read both together.

THE DCOR IN THE HEDGE By Robin McKinléy, Orbit,i2.50, 216 pages, revizued
by Carol Morton.

Enchantim is the only possible way of describing this collection of sncrt
stories. They are infact reworkings of four well known fairy stories.

I particularly liked "The Twelve Uancing Princesses" and "The Princes and
the frog. Fairy stories for grown-ups. If you - like me - ars a sucker for
fairy stories you will love this ons.

A Further Adventure of Capt., Red Flame, a sort of mathmatical puzzle.
By Stan £ling.

Capt. Red Flame had been marconed on Rocaratbonicalor for fifteen monthe
and the provisions left in his forty-£ignt hours emergency ration pack were
getting decidedly low. On the morn when our little saga begins howewver 3ad's
luck changed, for hardly had he finished picking the meat off his second
Rocaratbonicularian snuft, (a sort of millipede rabiit with which he was want
to eke out his meagre supplies) when over the horizon came an unmanned trans—
port of the latest design, which belonged to the Sewer-Space Organizatisn.
The Dimat, a type of computer-controller with which this class of vehicle
were fitted, had picked up Aed's distress signal and was homing in to the
rescue.
8y the time the ship had landed, on a little plane some twe hundred yarcs
from Red's camp, he had packed all that he desired to take away and was
moving at a steady trot toward the vessel. On reaching the craft he foung
the access ladder already extended, and raced up it two rungs at a time,
On arriving at the outer lock deor however he was surprsed to fing it still
closed. "Open the door" he said into the comgrille, "How do I know you will
not come in and smash the place up?" came the soft voice of the Jimat. "4hat
are you talkiing about?" said Red irritsbly, "It's part of you function to
rescus waifs, you have landed for that very purpose, now open the door and
we can be on our way'". There was a pause of about one second, thenm "I know
what we'll do" came the Dimat's voice, "we'll play a game". "Idon't want to
play a game" said Red, almost falling off the ladder in his rage, "lwant to
come ahoard this emit { a term of abuse among space personnel) ship, now
open the emit door". This time the pause was all of four seconds, then Iimat
spoke again in a measured, no nonsense tone. "You must understand human that
since the trouble on Bithaleft, the top people in Sewer-Space have warned us
to be very circumspect in allowing entrance to vagrants, HOWEVER" Jimat raisez
its voice to prevent Red interrupting, "I have davised a test which I telieve
will determine if you are rational, pass the test and in you come.". "Ch very
well" said Aed, "I suppose they have good reason to be cautious what wizn
your valuasble cargo and all. Let's hear the guestions then".
"First" said Dimat "What is the second perfect number?".
"That's easy, the answer is Twenty-Eight" answered Hed.
"Good" said the Dimat, "Now this one is not guite so simple, tell me, unat
is unique about the number 8,549,176,320 7".
This one stumped Red for 3 good two minutes, could you have done better? first
person to give the correct answsr to Stan Eling at this month's meeting gets
a pint.

=
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PRIZE PUZZLE.

Once again this is YOUR chance to win a £2.50 voucher for Andromeda. All you
have to do is fill in the puzzle below using the following clues and tell us

1. The name of the character outlined un the centrs boxes.
2. The nature of the character.

3. What book (or books) this character has featured in.

4. Who wrote the books.

First person to hand me the correct answer at this menth's meeting (after
the 8.00 pm start) gets the voucher. Goodluck.
1. "Chtorran" Hero.

2. Cooper's lWalker.

3. Tarod's Brother?

4, Jenny lWaynast's Lord and Lover

5. Bester's Tiger's Destination.

S+ Biggle's musical instruments.

7. Gramayre's Wwarlock.

I M N M N e B R e R R R R R R
Thankyous this month go to :=

Stan Eling for his article and puzzle.
Chris and Pauline Morgan, Glyn Jackson for their reviews
Tim Stannard for letting us use his photocopier to print this

Finaly we would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Deadline for next month's newsletter is Ird January. Editorial address is
Carol & Tony Morton, 45, Grosvenor Way, Wuarry Bank, Brierley Hill, w. Mids
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